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HOW TO 

Bill filed to legalize weddings via videoconferencing 

Like most women, Nicole, 26, has always dreamed of having a grand wedding –
well-planned, held in a nice venue, with photo and video coverage, where she 
marches down the aisle in a wedding dress. 

She also wants her relatives and friends to be there. “But of course ‘di na ideal 
‘yong ganoong events ’cause of the pandemic; limited na lang talaga dapat mga 
guests (those events are no longer ideal because of the pandemic, the number of 
guests have to be limited),” she said. 

Last year, many events, among them weddings, which gather a crowd were 
canceled or postponed due to the health and safety protocols to prevent the spread 
of COVID-19 Among the protocols was the imposition of limited number of people 
allowed in churches or private venues. 

What’s next? 

Last Tuesday, members of the House Committee on Revision of Laws agreed to 
create a technical working group that will further tackle Salo’s bill, along with other 
measures seeking to amend the Family Code. 

As of writing, a counterpart bill seeking to allow virtual marriage has yet to be filed 
in the Senate. The proposal has to be approved in both houses of Congress for it to 
be signed into law by the President. Sought for comment, Senator Risa Hontiveros, 
chairperson of the Senate Committee on Women, Children, Family Relations and 
Gender Equality, said several matters have to be discussed about the bill. 

“There is a lot to discuss, I imagine, such as how to ensure that consent is not 
vitiated,” Hontiveros said in a message to Manila Bulletin. 

But she said: “In principle, I support innovations to make marriage accessible to all 
and responsive to current challenges.” 

 


